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Journalism I
Overview and Rationale
Students will utilize news judgment and their understanding of the sentry function of the press to select story ideas for the next school year.  All story ideas must be localized and remain relevant for one calendar year.
Goals for Understanding
· Essential Questions 

· What is the sentry function of the press?

· Why is it important to gather information from a variety of sources?

· How does one determine a credible source?

· Why is it essential to work cooperatively in a small group setting?

· Critical Engagement Questions 

· Why is it important to localize national and international events and report them in student publications?

· Why must students focus on people and events within their own community when reporting for the school publication?

Materials
One to two inch three-ring binder

Dividers

Internet

Other applicable sources (interviews, newspapers, magazines, radio, television)
Overviews and Timeline
The future book is a source to the staff for the following school year.  Students will be able to find a variety of ideas complete with sources and visuals to use as a starting point for their article. 

Students should be allowed two to three weeks to prepare the future book.  Allow two full class periods for conferences, research, and organization of the future book.  Students should plan to meet on their own time to complete the majority of the project.

1. Students may pick their groups of 3-4 individuals. 

2. Each student is responsible for brainstorming future story ideas and presenting their findings to the class on the designated day.

a. Story ideas are gathered in a weekly journal.

b. Students should also complete a new journal entry (20 ideas) for the purpose of this assignment.

c. All ideas are shared in a formal brainstorming session.  Each student must provide one idea for each turn.  Ideas are recorded on the overhead.  Students keep notes of the ideas that interest them.

d. Within their small groups students highlight all ideas they would like to research.  Story ideas are then assigned one at a time to each group.

3. Within their group each student should select three ideas of which only two may belong to the same category (news, feature, review, sports, editorial).

4. For each story idea each student is required to conduct two interviews, collect two other sources, and create two maps/graphs or take two photographs.

5. After all research is completed, each student should write a one-page explanation of the story idea.  The explanation should include the following information:

a. the news values satisfied by the idea

b. an explanation of how to localize a national or international story

c. the importance of the idea and why it will be relevant in one year

d. an explanation of how the story should be written (angle)

6. The binder should include the three story ideas per group member.  Each idea should be separated by a labeled divider.  Behind each divider the student should include the explanation, two interviews, two other media sources, two visuals, and a bibliography in MLA format.

7. The final project must be presented to the class on the assigned date.  Each group must be prepared to share the future book as well as a general power point presentation.  Pamphlets on the topics may earn extra credit.  Each idea should be explained in two to three slides.  Students should have a prepared speech memorized.  Presentations will be concluded with a question and answer session.

8. Future books and pictures of presentations should be displayed in the classroom and posted on the journalism class website.  

Assessment

Rubric

Group meetings






30 points each

Future Book

Three-ring binder





10 points

Labeled dividers





10 points

Contents typed and in final draft quality



20 points

One page explanation per story idea



60 points

Two interviews per story idea




80 points

Two other sources per story idea



60 points

Two visuals per story idea




60 points

MLA bibliography per story idea




60 points
Presentation

Power point presentation




40 points

· Slides are easy to read and attractive

Presenter is audible and professional



40 points
Total







500 points

References

Students may use a variety of sources to gather potential ideas for their future book.  I recommend the following:

National Public Radio


www.npr.org/

ABC, CBS, NBC nightly news

Local news stations

Pop culture magazines including Rolling Stone, People, YM
http://abcnews.go.com
www.msnbc.msn.com
